






 v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 
 As with any extended research project, there are many who have helped 

to see this dissertation through to fruition.  Dr. Hu Wenhe of the Sichuan 

Provincial Research Institute was extremely gracious in helping me clarify issues 

related to the Great Buddha Bend grotto, especially with regard to their 

underlying Chinese themes.  I would also like to thank Dr. Lothar Ledderose for 

his willingness to provide me with materials related to the sutra-carving 

tradition in China, and Dr. Henrik Sørenson for pointing out the relatedness of 

the sutra carvings at Baodingshan to inscribed texts found elsewhere in Sichuan.   

Grants from the Samuel Kress Foundation, the Asian Cultural Council and 

the Metropolitan Center for Far Eastern Studies aided me in my research in 

China in 1999 and 2000.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Morris family for their continuing support of art history at the University of 

Kansas, and the University of Oregon Department of Art History for providing 

me with the initial funding in 1993 to return to China for my first foray into on-

site work at Baodingshan.   

Lastly, I would especially like to thank the members of my committee: 

Drs. Amy McNair, Marsha Haufler, Sherry Fowler, Daniel Stevenson, and 

Charles Lachman.  Amy must be recognized for the expert advice and guidance 

she has given me, helping me through not only the mound of material that was 

my original research project on Baodingshan, but also through the maze of 

academia.  Her self-discipline and clarity of purpose are something I shall always 

aspire to.  Dr. Stevenson expertly overcame my ignorance of the nuances of 



 vi 

Chinese Buddhism with a true bodhisattva-like attitude for which I will forever 

be grateful.  Drs. Haufler and Fowler must be acknowledged for being willing 

and more than able to serve on my committee, providing positive and 

productive feedback from which this work has most certainly benefited.  And 

finally, I must thank the last member of my committee, Dr. Charles Lachman, for 

without his quest for a taste of tea-smoked duck, this dissertation would never 

have even been dreamed of.   

  


	ackPt1.pdf
	acknowledgements

