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Former acting district magistrate, Zhang Shu of Wuwei,
“A Record of a Former Trip to Baoding Mountain”

OAHIERR T TH UL g, a8 S P i 49 2 S, LURREI.

A long time I have desired to tread [the path] to the summit of Baoding Mountain, to seek
out its mysteries, explore the unusual and strange, and to inquire into the vestiges of
Vairocana Buddha in order to record them in a document.

AR MM B, i D14 M ) s EL TR AN R B2, ) ik s o KR R R KT
Yet I was busy and not yet at leisure to lay my hands upon those walls, and because
heavy rains lasted for more than a month, the roads to a great extent were muddy and
unsuitable for horses. Then the thunder of drums on the north cliff declared that sun had
overcome shadow, that the sky had cleared and the rains stopped.

A A\ H RS
On the 18" day of the 10™ month, I hereupon undertook my journey.

HY AP T L W T A T R 2K
I went out the east gate, and within ten /i, gradually bent north, the road gradually
(getting) harder, pitted.

7 A TR L T L AT I 2 468
When you are about five li from Baodingshan, there’s a solitary peak like the bowl of a
dipper.

FEAMEE BB .
Outside of this [peak] is carved a White-Robed Guanyin statue.

ES = A
Carved above are three small Buddhas, covered by the hanging cliff.

1 B P A L AR e e, A TN
Gazing afar at all the mountains in the northwest, it is as if fabulous beasts crouch,
waiting to seize upon the traveler.

R BE R T A o, MOPA Sl ke A R i SRR &0 .

Arriving at the corner of the mountain, at the side of the road there is a rocky hall, carved
with a multitude of clear images, terrifying to behold. Turning then to the east, I arrived
at the mountain entrance.

AN KAt J 1R =Bk



Outside the entrance is a great rock pond, three mu in area.

A 2
To the left side within the pond a stone tablet has been erected.

W AE A A A A, K
To the right and left of the tablet, on the stone above, there is a pair of footprints, as big
as winnowing baskets.

T KRG 2.
It’s a pity that the water is so deep one can’t get there.

BT B A5,

The place of the stone tablet has been scoured neatly.

N R B e IR A T <o A2 Al 5> DY
I enter to find a stone wall, and up above the four words “Fairy Realm of the West” have
been horizontally written.

TR L, Py 2 R
I follow the steps up, inside is the Hall of Weituo.

PR R A R B

I next enter immediately into the Hall of Vimalakirti. (Weimo)

B i, & AR
The statue is of the utmost stateliness, causing one to enter with reverence and awe.

PRI A I B
Next I enter into the Hall of Guanyin.

P A4fE PR B2 A PR AT A K B A ] B2 T A
Going west, from the right side of the Vimalakirti Hall, there is the Great Jewel Pavilion,
for which Baoding is named [what is referred to today as the Founder’s Pagoda].

N R B DA 5 M= i, LA A
Within is kept Vairocana’s true body. Altogether, the pagoda is of three levels, made of
stone.

IR 2 R R 2, R R [ 2 A
On the lower layer is carved Bodhidharma, on the middle layer is carved Kasyapa, while
in the upper layer is carved Sakyamuni. All around are carved the scriptures.

[H] LA B 5.

In the spaces between are Buddha statues.
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On a section below the rock wall behind the multi-storied pavilion, there are carved eight
characters, as big as dippers.

AP AR<K AL > DY 7

All that now survives are the four characters “Pavilion of Great Jewels”.

A R B B T SC A 2 A R
From the right side going up the stone steps about ten feet, there’s a level terrace upon
which a stone room as been constructed. [This is the daochang in Little Buddha Bend].

VN3

This room is also about ten feet in height.

F ACEEHR P BE R =125

From the eastern wall to the western wall is a length of thirty paces.

PRBERE /NI B
The rear wall is carved with as many as ten thousand Buddhas..

JUAEZE |- AR AR B 2 s 1) B e AL T B 7 m A T g e Y ek 5 e AR
FEAN 5.

Every square inch of pillar, rafter and bracket has a net of non-Buddha figures: some
facing outward, some back turned, some seated, some lying down, some standing, some
walking, some sitting tailor-fashion, some sticking an arm out, some with eyes closed,
some laughing, some mournful; all are very lively.

it PSR T T BR Bk A A 4 B IR T S A
Winding along there is a place where one keeps fragrant flowers and precious jewels,
cymbals and alms bowl and all types of fringes. They are all cleverly carved and unique.

VO RE 248 L AR,

The western wall is carved with many female bodhisattva images.

HORE EAEMEVD R AR RS L PR ARE .
Above on the eastern wall is carved an image of Vaisravana, swollen with anger, dark
and threatening.

SHAR T, 0 i i i, R AN RAL.
Beside [him] are carved several hundred Buddhas, mysterious and grave; both devas and
humans are present.

JRME SN e AT ML I A .

To the left side outside of the hall and under its eaves is the Vairocana Stone Temple.
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Buddhas are carved on both the right and left walls outside, while also carved are
heavenly spirits bending bows and drawing swords, pulling off outer garments in a
mighty and ferocious state.

JAE 158 B A1 T s ]
Outside on the back wall of the temple, a jeweled pagoda is depicted.

i I 55 A, Aot i <3 R i e A R R 2 >

A Buddha is carved above the picture, horizontally is written the 12-character phrase: “A
depiction of the precious pagoda of Shakyamuni’s relics, and of their manifestation in the
palace.”

N T EHE.
Below the Buddha, the precious pagoda is painted.

55 %0 3 € T TERE ST, A AR AT .
Next to this is carved a record by the monk Dao Quan, written in the tenth year of the
Jiading era [1217], his narrative is written cleanly and is well-formed.

Jé HIT MR A 0 <Mt e > — 7
In front of this temple, carved horizontally on the lintel, are three characters, “Vairocana
Temple”.

WeZ N AT

Below this temple there is a rock cave.

INEE 14
Within are carved Buddha statues.

PR ), TS

In front of the door stand two guardian figures, their hands grasping a staff and a halberd.

JEATREINS — AR,

On the walls [inside] to the right and left also are carved two statues of guardian figures.

PRI 26 1, B n] .

In appearance, they are kind and good, their faces beaming with smiles.

H R AT iy _E&Y 1 5 A B & ST
Passing by the right of the Guanyin Hall, I follow the edge, and then go up approximately
fifty feet, where there is the Shengshousi (Sagacious Longevity Temple).

S L TE 0 B, S B A R



The temple sits on the mountain’s summit, lofty and vast, where old pines and quiet
bamboo groves cluster thickly.

BBe R R R,
Within the hall is a statue of the Tathagatha (the Buddha in his transformation).

A AR ZIEE L G AR,
Above there is a pavilion, where there’s a carved wooden statue of Monk Xiaoshan
asleep.

G ATV B S Bl /N L iR, Wt TS R
Looking down at the group of peaks, arranged in a circle like little children, [I feel that]
truly this mountain is indeed a rare blossom.

SFATIRECAL.

Beside the temple stand several tens of stone Buddhas

i S5 R B BB, N = R RS T 8L
Among the clumps of grass, they are all cracked and broken, and the local people say that
they were destroyed by Zhang Xianzhong.

HR/NERAT A EE.

On a small mound to the southeast there is a white pagoda.

P AR TE

Below [the pagoda] is narrow, above [it] is wide, there is no top.

TN BRI WMN, AE R, ARERARR
The local people say that in the Kangxi era it [the roof] flew to Luzhou [in Sichuan],
there it was stopped with iron padlocks, so it wasn’t able to fly back.

J IR A DR LT IV R A .
Then returning to the Meditation Hall for a short rest, I go out the mountain gate, turning
to the west no more than 100 paces to arrive at Buddha Bend.

AEBUA A AR R Ll IR B SR
When I look at the right cliff-face, there’s a carving of a fierce tiger descending the hill; it
looks as if it is running very quickly.

P v R < ] = T = Ay L S A e, 1 1 A8 <, O B,
AR AR

I turn to the east, where the height of the cliff-face is 100 chi, and carved there are the ten
vajrapani and the Buddhas of the Three Worlds, each about 50 feet in height, and there is
a turning wheel [Wheel of Reincarnation]. The Buddha’s mouth holds a golden wheel,
(which emits) rosy rays lighting innumerable paths; the appearance is quite grand.
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Timidly, I proceed forwards a short distance to where the three characters “Baoding
Mountain” are carved horizontally.

RSB ART IR K IHE 1 2 e P AR TS e (A [0 S0 e o 1 e Ry B 48 22 i

At the end it is signed, “Grand Master for Closing Court, with the authority of the
minister, Director of the Bureau of Military Appointments concurrently Associate State
Historiographer, concurrently Recorder for the Bureau of Army Activities, the official
litterateur Du Xiaoyan wrote this”.

NSO, U A mr R TH B IEDG, BOARE A BB,
Below is carved a great Buddha, and what is especially odd is that his halo on top is
joined with weeds to the edge of the cliff.

FRERN 29 T T KR B
Next I enter into the Hall of the 1000-Hand Great Compassionate One (Guanyin).

FEM %8 R R, LR T A
The compassion and sympathy of her heart overflow from her brows and lashes; truly this
is great workmanship.

b i 48 7 AN 3.

A painting by Du Nigui would not have been able to achieve this.

[ Du was a painter of the Five dynasties period, ca. 900, expert in painting Buddhist &
Daoist subjects, a resident of Sichuan, according to the Zhongguo renming da cidian]

R o o A M

Turning a little, I arrive at a bend in the cliff, where there is carved a sleeping Buddha.

HRwE, S RIUL.
His head as big as a house; his body length 90 feet.

S5 20 18R, I P DL
Beside him are carved about ten disciples, toward the Buddha all are as if weeping with
grief.

St e ) A b AT URE .

Again I turn to the west, toward the north cliff-face, where there are the nine dragon
mouths.

JUHE FIR R SRR 2 55
The nine dragon mouths spout pure spring water. Its flying drops increase the longevity

Rla SO AR N DN



of the newborn child {ie the Buddha}, flow into the square pond, and flow through nine
bends to enter the mountain stream.

5547 FLAE W] 3.
Beside this there is the Cave of the Brilliant Peacock King.

W] -l LA SRR R

The Brilliant King sits astride his peacock, as if about to ascend into the skies.

FEAT I I PR

Beside this there is a statue of Vairocana within a chamber.

R A A
Quiet and melancholy, he seems to be thinking.

TEE 5 A 28 7S Sl
Next I move on to the carved tableau of the Buddha’s Tooth and the Six Vices.

SRS, AP 25, B SR AR Wl B Rt A, S 5 4 o TR A0 & o i L
5.

Then there is carved the hell transformation tableau, with strange demons in profusion;
and the palaces of the Tusita Heaven, where many Buddhas pick flowers, and then a
snowy mountain range with eagles on the cliff, where Sakyamuni welcomed his
austerities. The scene makes the viewer’s soul wander through its realm.

MR & B e e W T v, PULAE A LB 4.
Again I return to the left side of the south cliff, and follow the cliff to the west, where
carved nine head of oxen, and ten oxherds.

71 B A e A ey A AT S A A AN .

The oxen are either eating grass or drinking water or haltered lying down or leaning
against trees or looking up to moo, or pulling against their ropes, not wanting to be lead.

FCAACHE B g A A S ey A A A A WA 2 S SR A 2 118K

Some of the herding boys vigorously drag or whip their oxen, others sleep against a rock,
or sit on a rock and play the flute, or stretch their necks to gaze, or wrestle with each
other.

JIRG IR FFHE T A,
This then is the story of how Yang Cigong achieved enlightenment by herding oxen.

Ll e 220 £ 8 i, 5 S, R 2 (R B

Where the peak rises up abruptly and sticks up about ten feet, this then is the Cave of
Complete Enlightenment.
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By the cave mouth is a large crouching lion, whipping its tail around. It seems as if I can
hear its roar, while the cave itself is very dark.

AR SO

Above are carved Guanyin [Avalokitesvara], Wenshu [Manjusri], and Puxian
[Samantabhadra].

W55 2+ R

To the two sides are carved the twelve venerable ones.

LD, HEAZ N [H].

Their posture is magically subtle; they are not of the world of men.

UL B R TRAELASE T8 A e 450 KR I A0 R TR IR, S B L) 5 TR B A 2.

The surroundings and all the way to the top are carved with the mountain ranges of the
Vulture Peak [of the Lotus Sutra], billowing waves on the great sea, beautiful birds flying
and dancing, fish and dragons transforming; for a long time I gaze at it in fright.

MRS LI — AR K.
Now above the cliff in front there’s just a thread of daylight.

RIGE NI, T84

Daylight penetrates the cave at an angle, so that one can make out the various statues.

FE 0 T P A0 D, 85 AR .

From the lion on the chff, I then go west; the road narrows, forcing me obliquely [past] a
carved seated Buddha.

HEA N A BYLA.
At the edge of the cliff-face there is what seems to be a city, called Lu Ban’s Storehouse.
[NB Lu Ban was a skilled artisan and carpenter of the Spring & Autumn period]

R A AT T St i 8 ] DU A, 1

I continue returning to the right. At the cliff-face entrance I follow the steps and climb up
to a flat place of about four sided where the Wansui Pavilion is built.

T J\EME, & P 5898 S0 el 2 2 1Ll g b, =2 vh AR,

Made in the form of the eight trigrams [ie octagonal], the unusual folded eaves soar, as if
having the power to fly away. This then divides the north and south sides of the mountain,
and between the two cliff-faces there is a deep mountain stream.

R R P AT A A ).

Going west along the bottom of the ravine, there’s the Dazu River.
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Local people say this river also has a pair of big footprints.

W R BT R T 2R, FLIT 6 B e H 2 #8L
Alas, I have rambled all over the world, and wherever I have climbed and observed, 1
have filled my eyes and ears.

A B TH A B S BA G  BEEE , RElAE: (RTHSTA.

On my visit to Baoding today, I have gazed broadly at the cliffs and hollows, and
scrutinized the Buddhist statues in detail, then striking the bell and startling the crowds, I
can say: “As for Baoding Temple,

JH AR B 5 D 1 2 R B WU BV R A P, A IR A B A R

The Tang Dynasty s Master Liu studied Wu Daozi’s brushwork, and on the surrounding
cliffs and pavilions for miles he chiseled reliefs and carved statues; strange changelings
and mysterious monsters; truly, there has been no other place like it, past or present.”

RN AL BRI ] A
Magistrate of Dazu County, Wang Dejia of Chenggu [Shaanxi] had this stone carved.

T A+ =4k P B e 2.
On an auspicious day in the first ten days of the first month of spring in the thirteenth
year of the Tongzhi era, jiaxu cycle, of the Qing Dynasty (1874).”

Rubbed image from Dazu shike mingwen lu. (The Collected Inscriptions from the Dazu
Stone Carvings). Chongqing: Chongqing chubanshe, 1999.
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